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GENERAL GRANT'S ADMINISTRATION

THE greatness of General Grant in war, in civil affairs,
and in personal qualities which at once excite our
admiration and deserve our commendation, was not
fully appreciated by the generation to which he belonged,
nor can it be appreciated by the generations that can know of
him only as his life and character may appear upon the written
record. He had weaknesses, and of some of them I may
Speak; but they do not qualify in any essential manner his
claim to greatness in the particulars named. He was not
fortunate in the circumstances incident to the organization
of his Cabinet. The appointment of Mr. Washburne as Sec-
retary of State for the brief period of one or two weeks was
not a wise opening of the administration, if the arrangement
was designed, and was a misfortune, if the brief term was
due to events not anticipated. The selection of Mr. Fish
compensated, and more than compensated, for the errors
which preceded his appointment. The country can never
expect an administration of the affairs of the Department
of State more worthy of approval and eulogy than the ad-
ministration of Mr. Fish. Apparently we were then on the
verge of war with Great Britain, and demands were made in
very responsible quarters which offered no alternative but
war. The treaty of 1871, which was the outcome of Mr.
Fish's diplomacy, re-established our relations of friendship
with Great Britain, and the treaty was then accepted as a step
in the direction of general peace.
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